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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 

MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 

ELEGY George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987) 
 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
 
The president greets the people: 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Almighty God, 
our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 
 
 

The president pronounces 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The choir sings 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 
 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards 
men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify 
thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ: O Lord God, Lamb 
of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. 
 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art Most High, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty Father, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  

FIRST READING 
 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by 
no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, 
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord 
in the air; and so we will be with the Lord for ever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-end 

 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Stay awake, praying at all times 
for the strength to stand with confidence before the Son of man. 
Alleluia. 
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When the Gospel is announced, the reader says 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to 
the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, 
“Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.’  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Matthew 25: 1-13 

 
 
 

SERMON 
 

The Dean, 
The Very Reverend Stephen Waine 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

These responses are used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy  or  Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.     Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

THE PEACE 
 

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
 

Organ music is played as the altar is prepared. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 
Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth 
you have spoken your word, 
and all things have come into being. 
 
You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
 
Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets 
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 
 
As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and singing: 
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The choir sings 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues: 
 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 
Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 

Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
 
 
The choir sings 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  
Let us pray. 
 
God of peace, 
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 
and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 
look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power 
make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 



14 
 
 

THE SENDING OUT 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
MUSIC AFTER THE SERVICE 

 
FUGUE IN E-FLAT BWV 552ii Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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