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This booklet contains all you will need to follow the Cathedral Eucharist. Please 
take it home to aid your daily devotions. The booklet includes suggestions about 
posture, but it is important that individuals feel comfortable. 
 
Please ask a Steward if you would like a large-print copy of this booklet. 
 
Communion will be offered in one form only. If you wish to receive a gluten-free 
wafer at communion, please indicate this to one of the Stewards before the 
Service. 
 
Face coverings – We ask that face coverings continue to be worn throughout the 
service. 
 
Online live-streaming – This service will be live-streamed and broadcast to our 
congregation online via the Cathedral’s website, YouTube channel and Facebook 
pages. Typically, services are made available for up to 7 days, however this period 
may be longer for special recordings. 
 
For further questions, both on live-streaming and on data protection, please 
contact marketing@chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 
The congregation are asked to note that photography, filming 
and audio recordings are not permitted during this service. 
Please ensure that mobile telephones are switched off or silenced.  
 
Hearing loop – An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. 
To use this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’. 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Donations – We ask that where possible you donate by scanning the QR code on 
the front of this booklet with a mobile phone or tablet, donating online at 
thyg.uk/AQU35146, or using one of the cashless donation points around the 
Cathedral. 
 
Christmas Flowers – This Christmas the Cathedral’s flower displays will be 
designed to arrangements will compliment the Chichester Nativity art 
installation, which returns on 16th December. We would be very grateful if you 
were able to make a donation towards the cost of the arrangements which will 
help to make the experience of worshipping and visiting the cathedral a real 
expression of joy for the Christmas season.   
 
Each week the flowers each week contribute to the worship and life of the 
Cathedral, and it is especially important that the Cathedral is made to look its 
best at Festival times. 
 
You can donate many ways: by cheque payable to ‘Chichester Cathedral’, writing 
‘Flowers’ on the back; through the Cathedral website 'Just Giving' ensuring you 
mark your gift ‘Flowers’;  or cash in envelopes—again indicating ‘Flowers’—in the 
collection boxes around the Cathedral. 
 
With many thanks for your support.    
 
In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers and 
stewards. 
 
This order of service is printed on 100% recycled paper.  
 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 
  



 
 
 

Before the service, the organist plays 
 

PRELUDE IN A MAJOR 
Charles-Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) 

 
 

***** 
 
 

 
THE GATHERING 

 
Please stand as the procession enters.  
 

HYMN 
 

 
 
Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 
 

Startled at the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

 
Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven; 



 
 
 

So when next he comes in glory, 
and earth’s final hour draws near, 

may he then as our defender 
on the clouds of heaven appear. 

 
Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

to the Father and the Son, 
with the co-eternal Spirit, 

while unending ages run. Amen. 
 
NEH 5 
Latin, tr. E. Caswall (1814-1878) 

Merton 
W. H. Monk (1823-1889) 

 
 

THE GREETING 
 

The president says 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



 
 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
you call us to repent of our sins: 
soften our proud and stubborn hearts. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
you declared the forgiveness of God: 
teach us to forgive one another. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
you search our hearts and show us the truth: 
direct us in your way of righteousness. 

 
 
 
The choir sings 
 

KYRIE ELEISON 
 

Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
 
  



 
 
 

The president pronounces 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Please sit. 
 
 
  



 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 
 
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 
the days of old and as in former years. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Malachi 3: 1-4 

 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
 
Please stand. The choir alone sings 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
  



 
 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the reader says 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Luke 3: 1-6 

 
 
Please remain standing until the Sermon has been introduced. 
 
 

SERMON 
 

The Very Reverend Dr John Hall 
Bursalis Prebendary 

 
 
 



 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 



 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Please sit or stand. These responses are used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy  or  Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.     Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

DEDICATION OF THE CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 
FRIENDS CHORISTER MEDAL 

 
Please remain seated. The Dean says 
 

Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts 
of your people to make offerings for your service. Be with us now 
and bless us as we set apart this chorister medal that those who 
will wear it may use their gifts to serve you with all their heart and 
mind and sing to your praise and glory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
In the faith of Christ, and for the benefit of his holy Church, 
we dedicate this chorister medal to the glory of God 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

THE PEACE 
 
Please stand. 
 

God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 
 
Please sit. As we prepare to receive communion, the choir sings 
 

HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna, thou that sittest in the highest heavens! 
Hosanna in excelsis Deo! 

 
Matthew 21: 9, Luke 19: 38 Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Please stand. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself 
to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed 
before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

 
  



 
 
 

The choir sings 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name 

of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues: 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
 



 
 
 

Christ is the bread of life: 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

You are invited either to sit or remain standing. 
 
 

  



 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
 



The president and people receive communion, which will be administered in one kind 
only. Please follow the direction of the Stewards. 
 
Members of all Christian churches are welcome to receive communion if they wish. Please 
indicate if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, 
please come to the communion station and bow your head.  
 
 
During communion, the choir sings 
 

AGNUS DEI
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 

THE SENDING OUT 
 

HYMN 
 

 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
redeem thy captive Israel, 
that into exile drear is gone 
far from the face of God’s dear Son. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high! 
who madest all in earth and sky, 
creating man from dust and clay: 
to us reveal salvation’s way. 
 

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 
pour on our souls thy healing light; 
dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
 

O come, Desire of nations! show 
thy kingly reign on earth below; 
thou Corner-stone, uniting all, 
restore the ruin of our fall. 

 
NEH 11 
Cologne, 1710 
Based on the ancient Advent Antiphons 
tr. T. A. Lacey (1853-1931) and others 

Veni Emmanuel 
Melody adapted from a French Missal 

by Thomas Helmore (1811-1890) 



 
 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
To conclude the service, the choir sings 

 
THE ADVENT PROSE 

 
 

Please remain standing in quiet contemplation as the procession departs and the Advent 
Prose is sung. 
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